
NMAC visit to The Shuttleworth Collection, Old Warden 

Early in 2019, Roy, NMAC vice-chairman, suggested a club outing to the Shuttleworth Collection of vintage 

aircraft at Old Warden.  A colleague of Roy’s, would be on hand to take our group on a guided tour of the 

hangars and workshop.  In due course, arrangements were made, and, on Tuesday, 28th May, 2019, a group of 

20 club members duly arrived at Old Warden. 

Members arrived around 10 – 10:30 and we collected a cup of tea or 

coffee and chatted in the very pleasant surroundings of the restaurant. 

At 11 am Dave (Our Guide) collected us together and we made a start.  

Dave, we discovered, has what can only be described as a truly 

encyclopaedic knowledge of all things aviation.  His day job is a Captain 

with British Airways, so we knew we were in good hands! 

The tour started in Hangar 1, with a fine display of WW1 aircraft,  

including such favourites as the Sopwith Pup, the Sopwith 

Camel and the SE5.  We soon learned that Dave’s intimate 

knowledge of the actual aircraft on display brought the 

collection to life. 

Over the next three hours we meandered our way through the 

six hangars at Old Warden, taking in such delights as the 

Edwardian collection, which includes the oldest aircraft in the 

world (a 1909 Bleriot XI) and which is a window on a world  

 

where ailerons didn’t yet exist – roll control was achieved by 

“wing-warping”.  Along the way there were many historically 

significant aircraft, such as the very Percival Mew Gull (G-AEXF) 

in which Alex Henshaw made his record-breaking return flight to 

Cape Town, back in 1939.  When you looked into the cockpit of 

that aeroplane and saw the seat he would have sat in for hour 

after hour you were in awe of the man’s sheer endurance. 

Dave also proudly showed us his own 1938 Miles Magister, 

which he keeps at Old Warden and displays on occasion.  That aeroplane was 

sold in 1969 for £80 – Dave candidly told us that, when he later bought it, he 

paid rather more than that!! 

After a totally absorbing wander through the hangars, where there were really 

too many interesting aircraft to list them all, (but highlights included a clipped-

wing Spitfire, a Hurricane, Westland 

Lysander (a HUGE aeroplane when 

you stand next to it!), the venerable 

Tiger Moth, a DH88 Comet, English 

Electric Wren, Hawker Tomtit…. the 

list goes on!) Dave moved us into 

the workshop, where the 

restoration work goes on.  Several club members remarked on the 

“delightful” smell of oil/paint/lacquer that greeted you when you 

walked in – a matter of personal taste of course! 
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Finally, after another of Dave’s illuminating insights into the restoration 

work currently ongoing it was time to make our way to The Crown at 

Northill, a five-minute drive away, where our meals had been booked.  

There we enjoyed a pint and delicious, well-prepared food.  Fish and chips 

seemed to be the favourite, 

though I spotted an odd Linguini 

and a burger or two as well! 

I think the club should be 

extremely grateful to Roy for organising the trip and to Mick and 

John for doing much of the admin.  Huge thanks to Dave also, 

whose massive knowledge and enthusiasm for all things flying 

made the day one to remember. 
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