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 Its been busy at the club since 
the  last  issue,  2‘A  &  B’  tests,  3  Com-
petitions, Changes to the Mower 
room, New models flying, Jets re-
turned to Buscotts Lodge and even 
some good weather (although not 
much) to go flying. 
 You will see from the report 
later in this issue that some of our 
members have been hard at work tidy-
ing and modifying the mower room, 

installing model hangers and paneling 
the walls.  
 Mick Prior continues his articles 
on electric models and John Gibbins 
gives us an update on the JEG Mossie. 
 August display dates for the Ca-
nadian Lancaster are shown inside this 
issue.    
   David Parker 
    Editor 

Editorial 

NMAC Shows, Talks & Displays 

 NMAC members have been 
busy recently with 3 members, Roy 
Bricknell, Dick King and Cliff  
Ashby giving a presentation to 
children at Irchester Primary 
School where they also supplied 
and build model gliders. Children 
from the school will hopefully be 
visiting the Flying field to test fly 
their Gliders soon. 

 Some members went 
off  on their annual pilgrimage 
to Eastbourne for some Slope 
Soaring and no doubt a trip 
along the pier will be included. 

 On June the 29th & 
30th NMAC will be putting 
on a Static model and flying 
display of  Electric and IC 
powered models at the Morris 
Minor Rally held at Kelmarsh 
Hall near Market Harborough. 
 
July 4th,5th & 6th 10+ mem-
bers will be heading to 
Woodspring for their model 
show. If  you would like to at-
tend this show contact Martin 
Holmes for details 
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Due to holidays and Slope Soaring weekends there is no Chairman's 
Chatter this month 
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30th-31st May  Aero Expo Sywell -  http://www.expo.aero/uk/ 
 
31st May - 1st June Long Marston Model Show, Long Marston Airfield, Warwickshire 
 
13th-15th June  Western Park Model Air Show 
 
20th June 2014 Slope Soaring Eastbourne - See Dave Shield or Roy Bricknell for details 
 
28th -  29th June Wings & Wheels Model Show, North Weald Aerodrome, Essex 
 
5th -  6th July  Woodspring Wings Model Show, Yatton, North Somerset (Near Bristol) 
 
12th & 13th July Flying Legends Air Show Duxford 
 
19th -  20th July LMA Cosford Model Show 
 
17th August  Sywell Airshow  -  http://www.sywellairshow.co.uk/ 
 
23rd -  25th Aug BMFA Nationals, Barkston Heath, Lincolnshire 
 
September 2014 Slope Soaring, Great Orme, Llandudno.3 nights in a 3 star hotel, 
    
26th October  Gaydon Static Model Show and Trade Show 

Diary Dates 

For Sale 

NMAC Club Badge   £1.00 
Certificate Grade Badge  £1.00 Wings badge with your BMFA Certified Grade 
Membership Badge   £1.00 Additional / Replacement Badge 
Badges made to Order  £1.25 Your own image on a Badge 
      Discounts for orders of 12 or more made to order Badges. 
Membership Cards   £1.00 
Available from BKC Craft bkccraft@gmail.com 
contact the newsletter editor on nmac.news@gmail.com  or speak to David. 

Newsletter competition 

 
Winner of  the Tail Art Newsletter competition last issue was 

Michael Hawkins. 
3 correct entries were received and Michael's name was drawn as the winner 

http://www.expo.aero/uk/
http://www.sywellairshow.co.uk
http://www.sywellairshow.co.uk
mailto:bkccraft@gmail.com
mailto:nmac.news@gmail.com
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Canadian Lancaster August Display Dates 

Flying Field 

Club members that have visited the flying field recently will have noticed that the Mower room has been 
remodelled. Dick King, John Cross, Mick Prior and a little help from your ED have cleared out the sur-
plus items. Some has been thrown out and the rest which is only used occasionally has been moved to 
the store room. 
  The club models are now all in one area, 3 are in a state of readiness and two are complete as 
backups if required. (Please see Training News article). The work benches have been adjusted to be all 
on the same level for ease of working on models. The Windsock Pole is located in the corner of the hut, 
would members please return the pole to its correct location when flying has finished for the day. 
 Storage of the BBQs, spare fence posts etc will now be in the newly opened up Store next to the 
club room, eventually there will be room for members models if they wish to keep them at the field 

August 14 - 17 Airbourne: Eastbourne International Air Show 

August 16 – 17 Combined Ops Show   Headcorn, Kent  
August 17 Sywell Great War Airshow 

August 21 - 22 Clacton Air Show 

August 23 -24 Dunsfold Wings & Wheels 

August 23 Dawlish Air Show 

August 24 Little Gransden Air & Car Show 

August 30 - 31 Bournemouth Air Festival 

August 30 - 31 Shoreham Airshow 

Visit http://www.warplane.com/ for full details of  displays 

Dear Members 
Janet, our “landlady”, has complained to us, in no uncertain terms, about the damage to her rape crop 
caused by members searching in it for their models. She has made it very clear that no one is allowed 
enter into the crop to locate missing aircraft. 
 We reviewed the issue of aircraft crashing into the rape field (to the left of the strip) at yester-
day's Committee meeting.  The committee strongly recommends that you do not overfly the area until 
after the crop has been harvested, because any aircraft lost in the crop is exactly that, lost and 
no recovery attempt must take place. 
 Apart from the damage to the crop there is, of course, the possibility of the club losing the right 
to fly at Buscotts Lodge which would probably mean the end of NMAC and the loss of all the amenities 
we currently enjoy. 
 If any aircraft is lost in the rape it should be reported to a Committee member so that Janet can 
make her staff aware that “foreign” objects are amongst the crop at harvesting time. 
 Thank you for your cooperation in this very serious matter. 
 

Regards                   , 
NMAC Committee 

http://www.warplane.com/
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Mosquito  JEG 
This model is the second twin that I have built, the first 
one  being  a  Tony  Hijhuis  48”  span  Mosquito  which  flies  
well but as a seventy year old flier I find that my Steve 
Backley javelin launch is lacking. 
I needed a new model with wheels and so JEG was made. 
JEG was the chosen code letters as they were also put on 
my Spitfire and Hurricane and the registration SY238 
represents Syresham 238, my phone number 40 years 
ago. It is now a mass of numbers still ending in 238. 
Beats putting your name and address in case of losing the 
model. 
 I had the choice between two plans for a mos-
quito, one being about 6ft span from Myhobbystore 
(RCME) or a 5ft version from Traplet. I chose the latter 
as the size appealed to me however in hindsight I think 
that I chose the wrong one. 
On receiving the plan looked at the legend and it told me 
that it was designed by       W Fleming in 1984 and fur-
ther investigation revealed that the model was designed 
as a one piece model. He must have had a transit van in 
84. Naturally at that date it could only be powered by 
glow motors. The larger model has removeable wings. 
There were four major alterations that I needed to do to 
get my model finished. 
Convert to electric power. Fit retracts to the main wheels, 
the tail wheel is too difficult to have that retracting. Have 
detachable wings for easy carriage in my car. To be able 
to create a hatch and space to house the power batteries. 
I took the plan along to a Friday meeting and the consen-
sus of opinion was to detach the wings just outboard of 
the nacelles. This meant that the width of the main plane 
and tailplane were about the same, so no more space 
would be taken up in the car. 
The retracts were to be Eflite 25-46 units, I have used the 
smaller ones and have been completely satisfied with 
them 
 The electric power was to be my standard set up 
from Overlander. 2x 3548 motors driven by 2x 2200, 
3cell  lipo’s.  One  battery  per  motor.  It  took  a  lot  of  head  
scratching to decide on the battery hatch. I could have 
used the bomb bay but that would involve putting the 
model upside down, setting the model live and then turn-
ing  it  over  onto  it’s  wheels.  I  chose  to  strengthen  the  front  
fuselage and then cut off the top for access, it has worked 
out well. Building was very difficult due to 3 massive 
wing spars that on the original were ¼ ply but I changed 
that to 1/8 ply for two of them and 1/8 light ply for the 
third. Because the spars had the nacelle shapes built into 
them it was impossible to build the wing conventionally 
in the building board and with the dihedral I could not 
build  it  upside  down  either.  It  went  together  “freehand”  
and fortunately it worked. The wing tips out board of the 
nacelles are just plugged into brass tubes and once again 
had to be built freehand. The fuselage is a dogs dinner in 
that the formers on the plan did not fit so each one had to 
be fettled, however the finished result when it is 20 feet 

in the air looks good. I chose to have tailwheel steering and 
the best way to control it was by fitting a mini servo close 
to it. The rudder, off the same receiver port is, connected 
with  a  Y  lead.  Unfortunately  the  two  servo’s  went  in  oppo-
site directions and so if you look inside you will see that 
the rudder closed loop controls are crossed. With some 
fiddling, the retracts work just fine with the wheels retract-
ing backwards into the nacelles. 
 As for the power system, I copied the concept 
from the plan and it was not until I took the partially built 
model to a Friday evening meeting that someone asked if I 
was using opposite rotating props. I had completely forgot-
ten about doing that and by this point there was no going 
back so both props rotated in the same direction. 
The power system that I use is the same one that I have 
used in many models including my Spitfire, Fournier, Har-
lequin etc so I know that I will get 8-10minutes flying from 
the two batteries. I have fitted up some leads so that I can 
wire up the two batteries in parallel, ie 4400 x 3 cell but in 
practice  it  is  simpler  to  connect  each  motor  to  it’s  own  
battery. 
 My small mosquito had a lot of lead in the nose as 
the motors are not very far ahead of the c/g so on this 
model I tried to keep the weight of the rear end as light as 
possible. The model is covered in light weight glass cloth 
stuck on with Ronseal water based varnish however to 
keep the tail as light as I could, I used the Ronseal on tis-
sue and it works very well. Again to keep the rear end light 
I went away from plan which used block balsa for the tail 
cone. I made two wooden plugs and vac moulded the two 
halves of the tail and have screwed them in place. I have 
also made a plug for the engine cowls, again vac formed. 
 The first flight was a great success with a number 
of club members at the field to 
see it fly. Unfortunately the 
second flight was curtailed 
when I lost control. I believe 
that my transmitter failed as 
when John Cross flew my Har-
lequin later he experienced the 
same problem and that model 
also crashed. The Mossie was soon repaired with modifica-
tions. The left side motor was undamaged but the right one 
needed surgery and this gave me the opportunity to build 
in some left thrust and to fit a left handed propeller. 
 The conclusion is that when the model flew with 
both motors turning in the same direction it was difficult to 
turn right so hopefully opposite rotations will cure that. 
Since the crunch I have been trying to prepare my Mustang 

but cannot get the radio to bind to 
the receiver leading me to believe 
that the transmitter is at fault. 
 
Anyone want to buy a Spektrum 
DX7s?? 

John Gibbins 
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What happens when you visit Mr. Kings Model Workshop to do some Model 
Building 

 

 
You Drink Beer of  Course 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of  Mrs. King 
 

Professional Live (Just) Models (Beer Drinkers) —  Tez Moore and Jeff  Wills 

The Art of Model building 

FPV Update 

First Person View Exemption re-
newed and updated 
 
Suggestions from the BMFA special inter-
est group for FPV, Multi-rotors and emerg-
ing technologies were put to the CAA at 
the annual meeting between the CAA and 
UK model flying associations in November 
by the BMFA. The changes suggested were 
an increase in maximum weight to 3.5kg for 
both multi-rotors and fixed wing aircraft 
flown FPV without a buddy lead (a compe-
tent observer is still required to remain law-
ful) and an increase to 1000ft in the maxi-
mum altitude. These changes were sup-
ported by other UK model flying associa-
tions and have been incorporated into the 
latest exemption for FPV flying without a 
buddy lead. 

 

 
Always look on the 
Bright Side of  Life 
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UNDERSTANDING ELECTRICS  

Part 3 The Electronic Speed Controller (ESC)  
 

All radio controlled speed controllers designed for our electric brushless flight motors 
look very similar. The main body is usually rectangular and covered with heat shrink.  In-
side you will find a circuit board attached to a flat metal heat sink.  The electric power 
comes into the unit through the red (positive)and black (negative) wires that protrude 
from one end  and these are connected to the battery  (red to red and black to black). 
The electronic circuitry converts the direct current input into the pulses required to 
power the motor and these are fed to the motor through the three wires that protrude 
from the other end of  the unit. These wires can be connected to the motor in any order. 
If  when the motor is started it runs in the wrong direction change over any two of  these 
wires and the motor will run in the other direction. 
Speed controllers are not 100 percent efficient and some of  the electrical energy is con-
verted to heat, hence the need for a heat sink to keep the circuit board cool. It is impor-
tant that the controller is mounted with some airflow around it so that the heat sink can 
work efficiently. 
There is one other wire that exits from 
the body of  a speed controller and this 
is of  the same type you find on servos 
and this should be plugged into the 
throttle channel of  your receiver. 

 

A Typical Speed Controller  

 

Choosing a suitable speed controller:-  
1. If  you are new to electrics I would recommend you buy a new ESC. The latest 

units are all fully protected against accidental start up when connecting the bat-
tery if  the receiver or transmitter are not on or if  the throttle setting is above 
zero. Some of  the earlier units you may pick up cheap on the second hand mar-
ket may not have these finger saving features as ESC’s have improved in many 
ways over the last few years. 

2. You should have already chosen your motor and thus know both the maximum 
voltage (number of  cells) and the maximum current (amps) you wish to run at.  

3. Choose a speed controller that will work in your voltage range. They are clearly 
marked eg. 3 to 6 lipos  or it may state a voltage range as in the picture example 
of  5.6 volts to 26 volts (2  to 6 Lipos). 

4. Choose a speed controller that will exceed your maximum current by approxi-



7  

 

mately 10 to 20 percent  eg  If  your maximum current is 35 amp buy a 40amp 
controller.   Do not try to use a speed controller rated less than your potential 
maximum current as it will overload cut your motor when you go to full power.  
You will often see two current values on a speed controller. IGNORE the short 
burst value and only use the continuous current value using the above guidelines 

  There are two main types of  speed controller:- 
 

1. Those that supply power to the receiver as well as controlling the motor. These 
are called BEC controllers. BEC stands for battery eliminating circuitry mean-
ing that a separate battery for the receiver is not required. This type of  speed 
controller uses the main power lipo to supply the motor at the full pack voltage 
as well as reducing the voltage to 5 or 6 volts to supply the receiver. 

2. Those that only supply power the motor. These are called OPTO (Opto-
isolation) controllers and must be used with a separate power source to supply 
the receiver. OPTO controllers reduce the level of  radio interference that can 
be created, especially at high currents, by electrically isolating the signal from 
the radio throttle channel to the speed controller. 

 
 Please note that it is possible to use a BEC unit with a separate receiver power 

supply by removing the middle wire from the 
lead from speed controller to the receiver. The 
separate power supply plugs into the normal bat-
tery socket of  the receiver. 

 

Label on Speed Controller clearly shows all of  the 
specifications discussed in this article.  

 
The rules I use for choosing which type of  speed controller are quite simple:- 

1. I do not use a BEC speed controller to supply power to the receiver on models 
of  more than about 7lb weight.   

2. I do not use a BEC speed controller to supply power to the receiver on models 
using more than 4 lipo cells. 

3. All my larger, more powerful models use OPTO controllers or BEC controllers 
with the middle wire disconnected. The receiver is powered via a separate power 
source. 

Speed controllers come set up for general sport flying. The manufacturer’s instructions 
will tell you how to adjust for specialist applications such as a brake to enable glider props 
to fold.  

Mick Prior  

UNDERSTANDING ELECTRICS  
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Competition 2 Aerobatics Novice 13th April 2014  
All aero to be flown on the dead side of the airstrip in front of the pilot and into wind.  
Novice Pilots:- 1 loop, 1 roll, 1 precision landing. Score of 10 points max for each manoeuvre + 2 points given for a precision 
landing 

 
 
 Competition 2 Aerobatics Competent Pilots 13th April 2014  
All aeros to be flown on the dead side of the airstrip in front of the pilot and into wind  
Competent Pilots:- 2 consecutive loops, fly circuit, 2 slow rolls to the left followed by 1 precision landing. Score of 5 points 
max for each manoeuvre + 2 points given for a precision landing 

 
More competition results and current standings on Page 10,11&12 

 Position Name Aircraft Score 

1 Mel Clark Acro Wot 13 

2= Tez Moore Jupiter 10.5 

2= Steve Arnett Wot Trainer 10.5 

4 Mick Lamb Electroglide 4.5 

 Position Name Aircraft Score 

1 Dale Malpas Wind S 13.5 

2 Dave Joyner Acro Wot 12.5 

3= Martin Holmes Sukhoi 11.5 

3= David Parker Calmato Sport 11.5 

3= John Gibbins Vands RV3 11.5 

6 Dave Shield YT Rush 10.5 

7 Roy Bricknell Wot 4 10 

8 Roger Macey Small Biplane 8 

9= Cliff Ashby Wot 4 7.5 

9= Roger Brown Moonraker 7.5 

Competitions 

John Gibbins performs a roll in 
the Aero competition 
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March 16th 2014 
 
 On a blustery Sunday afternoon Jeff Wills brought his Gilmore (Gilbert) along for some engine 
test runs and setting up. Along with many willing helpers simply running the engine turned into:- remove 
prop, cowl of, adjust the mixtures, pressurise the fuel tank to push fuel over a very dry diaphragm refit 
all of the above, many cups of tea with even more excuses not to fly before Jeff took the bull by the 
horns and trundled the model out to the strip. 
 5 prop flicks later the engine was running and ready to go, with a small crowd of watching mem-
bers Jeff took off into the wind. After an initial up and down 
moment Jeff got the model trimmed and flew several nice 
circuits then came in for a super landing just nosing over at 
the last minute, no damage occurred a relieved  Jeff retrieved 
his model and returned to the pits. After a second successful 
flight more checked confirmed a return to the workshop was 
required to tighten and replace screws and bolts that had 
vibrated loose on the 2 flights. Jeff also found during the test 
flights that the model always wanted to climb, On inspection 
the thrust line appeared to be incorrect, Jeff adjusted this 
and removed some weight from the nose, C of G had been 

Gilbert the Gilmore Flys 

Barkston Heath 

Model Flying at RAF Barkston Heath  

After several decades of  established use, we 
have today received notification that all 
'casual' licences for the use of  Barkston 
Heath have been revoked with immediate ef-
fect. This ruling effects all users of  the air-
field including the BMFA and the Grantham 
& District Model Aircraft Society (who have 
sadly lost the use of  their primary club flying 
site as a consequence).  

The Free Flight Nationals in May and the 
‘Power’ Nationals in August will still take 
place at Barkston Heath as planned, but all 
other model flying contests and events sched-
uled to take place at Barkston Heath are can-
celled with immediate effect pending any pos-
sible rearrangement at alternative venues. 

Article from BMFA Website 

Some members will have seen Dale’s 
Large Scale Spitfire either at the Friday 
meetings Or at the club field where Dale 
has completed Engine Test runs. 
 On Friday evening 13th June 
(YES Friday the 13th) it was a very calm 
evening so Dale was going to complete 
so taxing runs on the landing strip to 
test the ground handling of  the Spitfire. 
During these runs Dales was happy with 
the stability and took the opportunity to 
lift off. Once airborne and trimmed the 
Spitfire performed well watched by a 
growing crowd of  club members and 
some guests. 
After several passes Dale completed a 
slightly bumpy landing mainly due to the 
lack of  headwind. 
Photos and article to follow in a future 
newsletter 

Dale’s  Spitfire 
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Competition 3 Channel Flying Fast Time Competition  

 
 
 Competition 3 Channel Flying Slow Time Competition  

 
 
Another great competition, with a good entry list of 13 flyers. The wind was blowing strongly to give 
the models extra speed on the downwind leg and enabling the light models to almost hover on the 
upwind legs. Martin Holmes coming out on top with a fast flying past of 1.25 seconds down the 
length of the strip with his Funjet. Roy Bricknell took the honours in the Slow flypast with a time of 
40.75 seconds flying his SkyEye powered glider 

18th May 2014 
Pos 

Name    Aircraft Fast 
Time 

Landing 
Points 

Total Score 
Score 

1 Martin Holmes    Fun Jet 1.25 2 8 + 2 =10 
2 Cliff Ashby    Wot 4 1.87 1 7 + 1 = 8 
3 Dale Malpas    Acromaster 1.97 2 6 + 2 = 8 
4 Mick Prior    Wot 4 2.00 1 5 + 1 = 6 
5 David Parker    Calmato 2.06 2 4 + 2 = 6 
6 Tez Moore    Jupiter 2.12 1 3 + 1 = 4 
7 Josh McCall    Riot 2.16 1 2 + 1 = 3 
8 John Hartley    Fun Jet 2.28 0 1 
9 Richard Robinson    Wot 4 2.31 1 1 + 1 = 2 
10 Roger Macey    Fun Cub 2.57 1 1 + 1 = 2 
11 Roy Bricknell    Sky Eye 2.94 2 1 + 2 = 3 
12 Dave Shield    Rush Blade 3.40 1 1 + 1 = 2 
13 Bill Bird    Blade XL 3.41 1 1 + 1 = 2 

18th May 2014 
Pos 

Name Aircraft Slow 
Time 

Landing 
Points 

Total Score 

1 Roy Bricknell Sky Eye 40.75 2 8 + 2 = 10 
2 Dave Shield Rush Blade 38.09 1 7 + 1 = 8 
3 Cliff Ashby Wot 4 29.63 1 6 + 1 = 7 
4 Josh McCall Riot 21.69 1 5 + 1 = 6 
5 Dale Malpas Acromaster 16.78 2 4 + 2 = 6 
6 Bill Bird Blade XL 16.52 1 3 + 1 = 4 
7 Mick Prior Wot 4 14.10 1 2 + 1 = 3 
8 Roger Macey Fun Cub 13.22 1 1 + 1 = 2 
9 Martin Holmes Fun Jet 10.41 2 1 + 2 = 3 
10 John Hartley Fun Jet 9.10 0 1 
11 Richard Robinson Wot 4 8.41 1 1 + 1 = 2 
12 David Parker Calmato 8.40 2 1 + 2 = 3 
13 Tez Moore Jupiter 8.13 1 1 + 1 = 2 

Competitions 



11  

 

 

Northampton Model Aero Club Competition Table 2014  

Dale Malpas B certificate 

 We are pleased to announce that on the 23 March Dale Malpas Successfully 
passed his B Certificate test. On 
a windy day (As usual at the fly-
ing field) Dale decided to go 
ahead with the test. Dick King 
and Dave Shield were the exam-
iners on the day, both examiners 
agreed Dale flew very well under 
difficult conditions. 
 
Pictured is Dale with his electric 
powered aircraft along with Dick 
King (left) and Dave Shield 
(right) 

Pos Name Climb & Glide 
PG PA 

Aerobatics Channel Flying Total Score 

1 Dale Malpas 2 5 13.5 14 34.5 
2 Roy Bricknell 3 8 10 13 34 
3 Dave Shield 3 8 10.5 10 31.5 

=4 Cliff Ashby 5 0 7.5 15 27.5 
=4 Martin Holmes 3 0 11.5 13 27.5 
6 David Parker 0 0 11.5 9 20.5 
7 Roger Macey 6 0 8 4 18 
8 Tez Moore 0 1 10.5 6 17.5 
9 John Gibbins 0 3 11.5 0 14.5 
10 Bill Bird 8 0 0 6 14 
11 Steve Arnett 0 3 10.5 0 13.5 
12 Mel Clark 0 0 13 0 13 
13 Dave Joyner 0 0 12.5 0 12.5 

=14 Mick Prior 0 0 0 9 9 
=14 Josh McCall 0 0 0 9 9 
16 Roger Brown 0 1 7.5 0 8.5 
17 Neil Harrison 7 0 0 0 7 
18 Alex Holmes 6 0 0 0 6 
19 Mick Lamb 1 0 4.5 0 5.5 

=20 Jeff Wills 0 4 0 0 4 
=20 Simon Green 0 4 0 0 4 
22 John Hartley 0 0 0 2 2 
23 Brian Baker 0 1 0 0 1 
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Competition 4 Limbo Flying 15th June 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northampton Model Aero Club  Competition Table 2014  
 

Competitions 

Pos Name Aircraft Number 0f 
passes 

Time Score 

1 Dale Malpas Yack 5 3 mins 10 
  

=1 Dave Shield Blade 5 3 mins 10 

3 Bill Bird Foamy 4 3 mins 8 

4 Jeff Simms Acro Master 3 3 mins 6 

5 Graham Mills Foamy Wat 2 3 mins 4 

=5 Roy Bricknell Foamy Wat 2 3 mins 4 

7 Cliff Ashby Foamy Wat 1 2.23m 2 

=7 Jeff Wills Razer 1 2m 2 

9 Tez Moore Jupiter 0 25s 1 

      

  
  

Pos 

  
 
Name 

 
Climb & 

Glide 
 

PG        PA 

 
Aerobatics 

 
Channel  
Flying 

  
Limbo 
Flying 

  
Total 
Score 

1 Dale Malpas 2          5 13.5 14 10 44.5 
2 Dave Shield 3          8 10.5 10 10 41.5 
3 Roy Bricknell 3          8 10 13 4 38 
4 Cliff Ashby 5          0 7.5 15 2 29.5 
5 Martin Holmes 3          0 11.5 13 0 27.5 
6 Bill Bird 8          0 0 6 8 22 
7 Dave Parker 0          0 11.5 9 0 20.5 
8 Tez Moore 0          1 10.5 6 1 18.5 
9 Roger Macey 6          0 8 4 0 18 
10 John Gibbins 0          3 11.5 0 0 14.5 
11 Steve Arnett 0          3 10.5 0 0 13.5 
12 Mel Clark 0          0 13 0 0 13 
13 Dave Joyner 0          0 12.5 0 0 12.5 
14 Mick Prior 0           0 0 9 0 9 

14= Josh McCall 0           0 0 9 0 9 
16 Roger Brown 0          1 7.5 0 0 8.5 
17 Neil Harrison 7          0 0 0 0 7 
18 Alex Holmes 6          0 0 0 0 6 

18= Geoff Simm 0          0 0 0 6 6 
18= Jeff Wills 0          4 0 0 2 6 
21 Mick Lamb 1          0 4.5 0 0 5.5 
22 Simon Green 0          4 0 0 0 4 

22= Richard Robinson 0          0 0 4 0 4 
22= Graham Mills 0          0 0 0 4 4 
25 John Hartley 0          0 0 2 0 2 
26 Brian Baker 0          1 0 0 0 1 
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Members  pass  ‘A’  certificate  Test 

We are please to announce Three club members have passed their ‘A’ Certificate Tests.  
David Harrower, Richard Robinson and Josh McCaul completed the required flying test 
in calm conditions (that were surprisingly difficult to land in.) and answered the neces-
sary questions from the BMFA handbook. A note to mention also is Josh is only 13 
years old and at the time of  his test had only been flying models for 8 weeks.. 
Tony Jadzinski has also been passed to fly solo at the club field. 
 

 

 
Northampton Model Aero Club, which has been operating continuously since 1932, 
twinned with our friends at Marburg club in Germany during 1982. Since then we have 
been having meetings, lasting about a week, on an alternating basis most years.  We always 

have a wonderful time, with as much flying as possible (plus a few beers). This year it was the turn of Marburg to 
visit us and they arrived on the 24th May. Some travelled by car and others by air, meeting up at our Friday eve-
ning club night and dining on sumptuous fish and chips. They tell us that their colleagues in Germany are rather 
sceptical about fish and chips, but everyone who came thought they were brilliant.  
 
Unfortunately they chose a period of horrendous weather, it rained most days! That didn’t stop us flying though. 
Fortunately there were some sunny spells. We have added a large lounge, with kitchen, to our club hut, which can 
accommodate everyone, so whenever the rain eased off we resumed flying. 
 
Our friends brought with them copious supplies of German soup, sausages and beer. We managed to keep our 
barbeque going by having it under cover, so nobody was hungry. Some evenings were spent at local hostelries. We 
also went to a great air display at Old Warden and arranged trips to see Oxford a visit to Als Hobbies, all of which 
were well received. So despite the weather we had a great time, as we always do. 
 
So what’s the difference between Marburg and Northampton clubs? Their club is part of the local aero club, 
which is split four ways – full size power, gliding and balloons, plus of course model aircraft. They tend to fly lar-
ger sports models, typically 3m span and 100cc engines, compared to our Wot 4’s. Their runway occupies most of 
their site (surrounded by crops) it’s long and close to their hut, but separated by a high mesh fence running more 
than 100m. We operate out of 45 acre field, with the runways some distance from the club hut. 
Their training is rather informal, with no real qualifications, whereas we have a formal system of instructors and 
examiners, using a log book system to monitor the progress of our beginners through to models that they are 
cleared to fly and then their A and B certificates. However, they are all good pilots from Marburg. 
 
Now we start planning for our trip to Marburg July next year. 

 
Article from Roy Bricknel 

Club Twinning 

Josh with Instructor Martin 
Holmes 

Richard taking in the Sun Tony with Instructors Dick 
King and Mick Prior 


